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OREGON — The cause 
of death of an Indiana 
woman found dead at the 
Orchard Hills Landfill 
earlier this month has been 
determined.

On Thursday, March 29, 
the Ogle County Coroner 
and Ogle County Sheriff’s 

death of Sumire Negishi, 
of West Lafayette, Ind. 
Following an autopsy per-
formed by the Ogle County 
coroner, it was determined 
Negishi died from exposure 
and hypothermia. Her death 
has been ruled accidental.

ROCHELLE — The 
recent VCCT production of 
“Avenue Q” was a hit in more 
ways than one.

Attendance was very good 
for the show plus a local food 

donation.
The Kitchen Table was 

presented with $1,457 that au-
dience members donated dur-
ing the eight performances.

“One scene in the play 
deals with money, or the lack 
of it,” Amy Frank, president 
of VCCT explained. “He 
starts by asking for money to 
afford something to eat and, 
as the scene evolves, he and 
the other characters realize 
the importance of helping 
others.”

Giving to a worthy cause

Terry Camplain presented Carolyn Brown of The Kitchen 
Table with nearly $1,500 on the last night of VCCT’s 
production of “Avenue Q.”

BY LORI HAMMELMAN
Staff Writer

SEVERAL local Vietnam Veterans were given special 
recognition at the Roberts Armory Thursday as part 
of National Vietnam Veterans Day. 

The event serves to thank and honor the veterans of the 
Vietnam War and all who served in the U.S. Armed Forces 
during the 20-year period from 1955 to 1975. Last year 
President Trump signed the Vietnam War Veterans Recogni-
tion Act of 2017 into law designating March 29 as “National 

U.S. troops were in Vietnam.
The Rochelle Chapter of the National Society Daughters 

of the American Revolution hosted the veterans, presenting 

“The pin you are going to receive today was initiated 
and made because our Vietnam Veterans came back unan-
nounced and unwelcomed. There were no ticker tape parades 
back then,” said Mary Lou Kator, NSDAR chairperson. “We 
wanted as a nation to recognize your service to our country. 

We want to honor you by giving you this pin.”
Kator explained the symbolism behind the lapel pin, 

to provide a lasting memento of the nation’s thanks — 
from the eagle that is included on several military insig-
nias, to the colors, the wreath, and to the stars and stripes. 

“A Grateful Nation Thanks and Honors You” is the 
message emblazoned on the back of the lapel pin. The 
placement is intended to be closest to the heart of the 
wearer.

Receiving recognition Thursday were Veterans Ronald 
Dean, Robert Garland, Gerald Hansen, Marvin Jenner, 
Dave Lowrey, Gaylon Powell, and Steve Strang.

To signify the many who did not return home from Viet-

head of the table where the guests sat, an empty place setting 
with both American and P.O.W. Flags were placed.

Vietnam vets honored

No foul play in 
woman’s death

From the Heart 
recipients

The Rochelle Rotary Club 
From the Heart committee 
Tuesday presented the second 
round of funds to four of the 
eight organizations supported 
by the From the Heart gala. 
Pictured are committee member 
Dave Eckhardt, Shelly Brantley - 
Shining Star, Ruth Carter - HOPE 
of Ogle County, Sarah Thuestad 
- Rochelle Child Care Center, 
Kim Montgomery - Rochelle 
Area Community Foundation, 
and committee member Chuck 
Watkins. This year’s From the 
Heart event raised $48,000. Each 
organization will receive $6,000. 
(Photo by Jennifer Simmons)

Dement Rd.

Vietnam Veterans, spouses, and members of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution Rochelle 
Chapter gathered at the recognition Thursday afternoon at Roberts Armory. Pictured (in no particular order) is Veterans 
Ronald Dean, Robert Garland, Gerald Hansen, Marvin Jenner, Dave Lowrey, Gaylon Powell, Steve Strang, along with 
Bobbie Powell, Lydia Roberts, Chuck Roberts, Eileen silver, Mary Lou Kator, Laurie Perry, Carol Lyons, and Pauline 
Cultra. (Photo by Lori Hammelman)

Wells advances to USBC state 
bowling tourney — See sports

Happy Easter!
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A placard of the names 
of the troops from Illinois 
that remain missing was 
displayed there as well.

The Vietnam War was 

with strife, controversy, 
and opposition from the 
public. Those that did 
return were met with 
protestors. The Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall 
in Washington, DC honors 
the men and women who 

their lives in the Vietnam 
War or remain missing, 
inscribed with more than 
58,000 names.

Presentation
Lydia Roberts, Regent 

for NSDAR, personally 
handed the veterans their 

hand and extending a 

attached the lapel pin and 
also expressed gratitude to 

veterans that were willing 
to serve their country and 
put their lives on the line 
that were met with criti-
cism upon returning home 
for doing so.

“It’s our honor and 
privilege for the Chapter 
to recognize the Vietnam-

era Veterans for their 
service,” Roberts said.

Bobbie Powell, spouse 
of Gaylon Powell, re-
ceived a special recogni-
tion from the NSDAR 
for her “support of a U.S. 
serviceman who served 
during the Vietnam War.”

Following the presenta-
tions, American Legion 

during the war. After his 

returned to the U.S., 
attended school, began 

family. 
“There wasn’t a lot of 

fanfare when I got out of 

“Serving during that time 
wasn’t so much where you 
were, but that you were 
willing to serve.”

History
In 2011, the Depart-

ment of Defense (DOD) 
announced its program to 
commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the war 

and honor veterans of the 

Vietnam War, includ-
ing personnel who were 
held as prisoners of war 
or listed as missing in 
action, for their service 

and honor the families of 
these veterans.”

release from the DOD 
dated Jan. 14, 2011 also 

-
memoration program will 
“highlight the service of 
the armed forces during 
the Vietnam War and the 
contributions of federal 
agencies and governmen-
tal and non-governmental 
agencies; pay tribute to 
the contributions made 
on the home front by the 
people of the U.S. during 
the Vietnam War; highlight 
advances in technology, 
science, and medicine 
related to the military 
research conducted during 
the Vietnam War; recog-
nize the contributions and 

-
lies of the U.S. during the 
Vietnam War.

Individual Daughters 

of American Revolution 
chapters were encouraged 
to join in the commemora-
tions and in 2014 NSDAR 
voted to become a com-
memorative partner. As 

part of becoming a part-
ner, the NSDAR had to 
conduct at least two events 
each year during the 
two-year commemorative 
period of 2015 to 2017.

VETS: Special ceremony held at Roberts Armory

DAVIS JUNCTION 
– It’s time again for the 
Davis Junction United 
Methodist Church’s an-
nual rummage sale at 
the Davis Junction Fire 
Station.

This event will be held 
on Thursday April 12 and 
Friday 13 from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., and on Saturday 
April 14 from 9 a.m.-noon.

most anything, so clean 
out your closets and base-
ment.

If you need additional 
information, call Nancy 
at 815-298-1161.

Church 
rummage 
sale will 
be April 
12-14

Rochelle Mayor Chet Olson presented a proclamation 
to NSDAR Regent Lydia Roberts during last Monday’s City 
Council meeting. The proclamation declared March 29 as 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day. 

NSDAR Regent 
Ly d i a  R o b e r t s 
presents Marvin 
Jenner with the 

his service during 
the Vietnam War 
era.

NSDAR Chairperson Mary Lou Kator secures a lapel 

and during the pinning, both Kator and Roberts extended 
a heartfelt thanks to the veterans who served their country.

to Bobbie Powell, wife of Gaylon Powell, for her support 
during her husband’s service during the Vietnam War.


